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Humpback Whale        

Anguilla Bank Ameiva      

The Humpback Whale gets its name from the huge hump on
their backs. They’re known for their large fins and overall size

which can range anywhere from 12-16 meters (39-52 feet) and
weigh more than 40 tons! These large mammals are not

predatory but actually feed on tiny krill or small fish. In the
Caribbean, whale watching is common with several species

such as sperm whales and beaked whales populating
Caribbean waters. For the greatest concentration of humpback
whales, look north of the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico,

and around the Lesser Antilles.

The Anguilla Bank Ameiva is an endemic lizard found only in
the Lesser Antilles, although many subspecies can be found
on other islands throughout the Caribbean. Their average
lifespan is 2 - 4.5 years and their size ranges between 5.5 to 7
inches (14 to 43 centimeters). The best places to find Ameivas
are in forests, marine intertidal areas, and sometimes in
landscaping where they like to forage for just about anything
that fits in their mouth. Due to their small size they are known
for their swiftness, so keep a close eye out for them! 

(Megaptera novaeangliae)

(Pholidoscelis plei)

Queen Conch              

The Queen Conch is known for its large, pinkish shell that can be
anywhere from 6 to 12 inches. It’s common to see these shells in

shops near a beach as they have been harvested for hundreds of
years. They can be found throughout the Caribbean region, and

are especially common in seagrass beds. The adult Queen Conch
feeds mainly on algae, however, the young larvae mostly feed on
plankton. Keep an eye out for this large pink gastropod mollusk

while snorkeling along Caribbean beaches. 

(Strombus gigas)



Antillean Fruit-eating Bat  

West Indian Top           

The Antillean Fruit-eating bat is a small mammal weighing
around 1.6 ounces that eats fruit, pollen, flowers’ nectar and

occasionally insects. The best place to look for the fruit-eating
bat is in dark, humid caves or sometimes old ruins where they

can have groups of up to 10,000. Nearly 90% of Caribbean
mammals have gone extinct, and bats are often protected by

laws. The Antillean Fruit-eating bat can be seen throughout the
Caribbean on most islands from Puerto Rico south to Barbados. 

The West Indian Top is a unique mollusk (also called a wilk or
whelk) with a right spiraling shell that is black and white in color.
They are common along the beaches and rocky coastlines of the
West Indies and can be found hiding in crevices and small holes.
They are considered herbivores/detritivores which means they
feed on a variety of algae. They grow up to 6 inches or 15
centimeters. They are edible and were a popular food source
which led them to become extinct in some places. Therefore, they
are now protected on many islands throughout the Caribbean.

(Brachyphylla cavernarum)

 (Cittarium pica)

Purple-throated Carib      

The Purple-throated Carib hummingbird is surprisingly not
known for its purple throat, but rather for its beautiful green

wings. Fifteen different hummingbirds can be found in the
Caribbean region so you may see a hummingbird wherever you

go. They love to feed on nectar and insects while in flight as
their wings beat 10-15 times per second! Their favorite habitat
is low-level moist forests throughout the Lesser Antilles. Their
preferred plants are Heliconia or a flowering Moringa, so look

closely and you may see a Purple-throated Carib.(Eulampis jugularis)



Hawksbill Sea Turtle        

Caribbean Tree Frog ‘Coqui’ 

Magnificent Frigatebird  

Hawksbill Sea Turtles are an endangered species and one of the
six species of sea turtles that live in the Caribbean region. They

are named for their pointed beak which they use to extract
sponges from the crevices of coral reef systems. The best nesting

habitat for the Hawksbill Sea Turtle is Lesser Antilles with the
coral island of Barbados being home to the largest nesting

population for this species. Sea turtles can often be seen while
snorkeling, especially around seagrass beds and coral reefs. 

Don’t let the little stature of the Caribbean Tree Frog fool you, they
are known for their loud, large-sounding call that mimics the word
‘Co-quí.’ This frog is endemic to Puerto Rico, but has been
introduced to other Caribbean islands including St. Thomas, St.
Croix and the Dominican Republic. Unlike many frogs that have a
tadpole stage, the Caribbean Tree Frog hatches with small tails. They
also don't have webbed feet and use their pads at the end of each
toe to stick to surfaces such as trees. It’s easy to encounter these
little frogs anywhere near a rainforest and to hear their distinct calls
at night. Throughout the Caribbean there are 162 different types of
land-breeding frogs to look for.

The Magnificent Frigatebirds can be seen soaring over Caribbean
waters with their huge seven to eight foot wingspan. The males

can be differentiated by their bright red pouch located on the
throat while the females are solid black in color, or black with a

white patch. Unlike some seabirds, they don’t dive after fish, but
instead skim the surface of the water or steal their food from

other birds. The best time to see them is later in the afternoon
when winds are greatest to keep them aloft. 

(Eretmochelys imbricata)

(Eleutherodactylus coqui)

(Fregata magnificens)



Caribbean Buckeye         

Now that you’ve read all about these cool creatures, be sure to keep an eye out for any you
may see on your trip! For more about EPIC’s work, check out our website at
www.epicislands.org for more fun facts and E-Guides.

Wear reef-safe sunscreen (mineral sunscreens are ideal)

When travelling make sure that you leave a light footprint
and travel sustainably. Here are three ways you can do that:

CONTACT US

info@epicislands.org
www.epicislands.org 

EPIC is a non-profit organization that was established in 2000, with the mission of protecting the Caribbean
environment through community based actions.

The Caribbean Buckeye butterfly can be found throughout the
Caribbean islands with slightly different species inhabiting

different areas. They are known for having large ‘eyespots’ on
their wings which resemble the eyes of an owl. This not only

makes them look interesting, but is also used as a survival
strategy to frighten predators like small birds. There are more of

them during the dry season and they are likely found in sunny,
open areas along trails or forest edges with low-growing plants.

Look out for their reddish brown color and striking eyespots!

 (Junonia genoveva)

Donate to EPIC to help protect the Caribbean and Vibrant Communities

Skip the plastic bottle and bring your own reusable bottle

https://www.facebook.com/epicislands
https://www.linkedin.com/company/environmental-protection-in-the-caribbean
https://www.instagram.com/epic.islands/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/EPICislands
https://www.youtube.com/user/epicislands
http://www.epicislands.org/


Photo Credit:
Map of the Caribbean Sea and its islands by Kmusser

Map of the Caribbean


