
• Our numbers are getting smaller each year.

• Many of us only raise one chick per year. 

• It's getting harder to find safe places to 

nest and enough food.

• Pollution and plastic can build up in our 

bodies and kill us.

• We are a vital part of your heritage and 

guide fishermen to find fish.

• Burning and development of remote islands 

destroys our critical nesting areas.

• Seabirds have declined by 70% worldwide 

in just the last 60 years! They are one of the 

most threatened groups of birds. 

Did you know?
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S O L U T I O N

Did you know the only native 

mammals found on the remote 

islands where seabirds nest are 

bats? All the rest were brought 

by people. Seabirds did not 

evolve with these predators so 

keep your pets away from 

seabirds and their nests. 

P R O B L E M

Non-native mammals, like rats, 

dogs and cats, injure and kill 

seabirds and their eggs.

S O L U T I O N

Don’t graze goats on islands 

with nesting seabirds. 

P R O B L E M

Livestock, like goats, eat away 

plants that hold the soil in place, 

causing erosion. The soil then 

washes into the sea, smothering 

and killing reefs, which fish need 

to survive. Goats also can scare 

birds off their nests and trample 

eggs and chicks.

www.epicislands.org

Facebook.com/epicislands

www.scienceinitiative-svg.org

scienceinitiative@hotmail.com

facebook.com/sciencesvg

+1 (784) 593-3763 / +1 (784) 492-8002

New Montrose, P. O. Box 2909, 

Kingstown, St. Vincent

and the Grenadines

+1 (707) 845-1171

411 Walnut St. #6749, Green 

Cove Springs, FL 32043, USA

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

CONTACT:



WHAT 
YOU CAN DO 

TO HELP
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P R O B L E M

Seabirds are scared away from 

nesting, feeding and resting 

areas. Eggs and chicks can die 

in the hot sun without the 

protection of their parents.

S O L U T I O N

• It’s a lot of work to hunt for 

fish all day, especially when 

you have to feed a hungry 

chick! If seabirds look 

nervous or fly away, you are 

too close-give them some 

quiet space to nest, rest, and 

feed.

• Avoid visiting islands where 

seabirds are nesting. 

P R O B L E M

Birds get caught in fishing gear 

and are injured or killed.

S O L U T I O N

• Use barbless hooks.

• Don’t leave bait on your hook 

unattended.

• If you hook a bird, don’t cut 

the line. Instead, gently pull it 

in so you can snip off the barb 

then back the hook out. Make 

sure to secure the bill and 

cover the head with a dark 

cloth to keep the bird calm.

P R O B L E M

Development and burning   

of islands change the 

habitat seabirds need          

to nest and also cause 

erosion of soil into the     

sea. Birds and eggs          

can die in fires.

S O L U T I O N

Leave seabird nesting 

areas as they are. Don’t set 

fires or build on them. 

P R O B L E M

Birds and other animals get 

tangled in trash and even 

mistake it for food.

S O L U T I O N

• Don’t litter.

• Pick up litter and put it in a bin.

• Use less plastic and refuse 

single-use items like plastic 

bags, straws, bottles, and 

cups. Instead bring your     

own shopping bag, water 

bottle, or utensils.

• Keep fishing gear and fishing 

line from going astray. 

P R O B L E M

People illegally harvest seabird 

adults, chicks, and eggs.

S O L U T I O N

• Don’t eat seabirds, their 

chicks or eggs. Let future 

generations of seabirds fly! 
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