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Abstract. — On 17 January 2004, while completing research on neo-tropical passerines in the Katouche
Valley on Anguilla, B.W.I., we trapped and banded a Swainson’s Warbler (Limnothlypis swainsonii). This

observation is the first known record for this species in the Lesser Antilles.
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Resumen.- El 17 de ero, 2004, durante investigaciones de aves neotropicales en el valle Katouche de
Anguilla, un individuo de la especie Limnothlypis swainsonii fue atrapado y marcado. Esta observacion es

el primer recuerdo que sabemos por este especie en los Antillas Menores.
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A banding station was created during the winter of 2004 on Anguilla, British West Indies, in an
effort to better understand the status of over wintering neo-tropical migrants in the Lesser Antilles. This
banding station is part of a network of banding stations in the northern Lesser Antilles (Brown and Collier
2003). Our banding station was located in the Katouche Valley along the north-center portion of the long
and flat island. The coastal portion of the valley is characterized by a small wetland surrounded by

multiple mangrove species (Rhizophora sp.). The valley center is characterized by broad-leaf trees (Bursera



simaruba, Hippomane mancinella, Jasminum fluminense, and Mangifera indica). The rim of the valley is
characterized by thorn scrub species, primarily Acacia tortuosa.

Our team banded from 17 January to 19 January 2004. We operated ten 12-meter nets along a 20-
hectare area evenly located throughout the center of the valley. During the third day of banding, one of the
biologists found a warbler in one of the mist-nets that he was unable to identify. He removed the bird from
the mist-net, placed it into a temporary transportation bag and returned to the banding lab with it. At the
banding station, the warbler was observed closely. It was at this point we identified the bird as a
Swainson’s Warbler (Limnothlypis swainsonii). We banded the bird, took measurements, photographed it,
and released it. The bird was observed to fly low into the brush and out of sight. We were unable to re-
locate the species later that day.

Overall, the warbler was large in size. Immediate notable characteristics included a long bill, a
bold supercillium, and an overall drab brown color. The crown of the bird was a dark chocolate brown that
started at the forecrown, washed over the central crown area and onto the nape of the bird. The lores and
the postocular strip were a dark brown, although not as dark as the crown color. The broad supercillium
was buffy-white and contrasted markedly with the dark crown and the postocular stripe. The auriculars of
the bird were a light brown color. The light brown of the auriculars washed down onto the sides of the
neck. The supercillium washed down behind the postocular stripe and into the light brown auriculars. The
malars were a buffy white and stood out in contrast to the darker colored auricular region.

The bill was very large and appeared to continue out from the head along the same slope as the
forecrown, giving the bill an even larger appearance. The bill color was black along the top of the upper
mandible but washed fleshy-black along the remainder.

The front of the neck was white, washed with yellow. The chest, flanks, and the belly of the bird
were olive grey with portions of yellow wash throughout. The undertail coverts of the bird were bright
white. The upper wing and back of the bird was a rich chocolate brown. Some rufous tinging was present
along the secondaries and tertials. The long legs of the bird were flesh colored.

The bird was banded with USFWS band number 2280-34107. It had a wing chord of 67mm and a
weight of 14.4 grams. The bird’s skull was completely pneumaticized. The bird was aged as an after-

second year bird based on the presence of broad and truncate outer primary coverts that did not contrast in



wear with the greater coverts. The outer rectrices were observed to be truncate in shape, also supporting the
ageing of after-second year. The bird was not observed to be storing any fat. There was very little body
molt and the bird did not appear to be actively molting flight feathers. The bird had slight flight feather

wear.

DISCUSSION

Swainson’s Warbler is a secretive, ground creeping bird, most often found foraging among leaf
litter on the ground (Brown and Dickson 1994; Curson ef al. 1994; Dunn and Garrett 1997; Strong 2000).
This large warbler’s overwintering range is primarily in the West Indies, where it is most commonly found
in Jamaica. Up to 25,000 are estimated to over-winter in the Blue and John Crow Mountains of Jamaica
(Brown and Dickson 1994; Graves 1996; Dunn and Garrett 1997).

The species is rare throughout the Bahamas. It is uncommon on Cuba. On the Cayman Islands and
Puerto Rico it is rare. On Hispaniola and Puerto Rico the species is considered a vagrant. There are no
records for this species in the West Indies, south of the Virgin Islands (Bond 1987; Kirkconnell et al 1996;
Dunn and Garrett 1997; Raffaele ef al.1998). The species is also known to winter in Mexico on the Yucatan
Peninsula as well as in Veracruz. The species also winters in Belize (Brown and Dickson 1994; Curson et
al. 1994; Dunn and Garrett 1997,).

Whether this species was overwintering or migrating south through Anguilla is unknown. We did
not observe this species following our initial observation and have not re-trapped it. However, the
individual was likely over-wintering, based upon its statusas an over-wintering migrant throughout the
West Indies north of Anguilla.

Anguilla is the next major island mass south of the Virgin Islands. The observation of this species
immediately south of its normal vagrancy range on to this land mass is not wholly unexpected. This furtive
species is easily overlooked due to its habits of foraging on the ground among thick vegetation. The species
might regularly occur on Anguilla as a vagrant, yet go undetected due to its secretive nature or lack of
regular bird observations within appropriate habitat.

The location of the Swainson’s Warbler on Anguilla supports the concept that many species most

likely go undiscovered while overwintering in the Lesser Antilles. Indeed, in most cases the status of



recorded species in the Lesser Antilles are not well understood. In some cases, lesser known neo-tropical
species from the region might be going undetected. Further research into the occurrence and status of neo-
tropical migrants in the Lesser Antilles is needed. If discoveries of such rare species as the Swainson’s

Warbler are any indication, there is still much to learn regarding neo-tropical birds in the region.
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