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Introduction

Bird life on Sint Maarten is highly varied and seasonally dependant. Asthe maintype of wildlife on the
island, birds are commonly found in all habitats island wide. Many species require specific habitat types,
wherein, some thrive in wetland areas, some in dense thickets of brush, while others require open
areas. Additionally, birds of Sint Maarten are of all sizes, from the three-inch wing span of the Antillean-
crested Hummingbird to the six-foot wingspan of the Caribbean Brown Pelican.

While birds are presenton Sint Maarten year-round, there are seasons where certain populations will
inhabit specific areas. In some cases, large groups of birds will congregate to nest colonially.
Additionally, migration plays a substantialrole in the status of birds island-wide. During winter periods
(Septemberthrough April), large numbers of birds that breed in North America migrate southwards and
spend the season on Sint Maarten, significantly increasing the overall population of birds. Bird have
beenrecordedtobreed onSint Maarten during all months of the year, and while most breeding takes
place during the summer months, breeding can be expected atany time.

Methods

Staff from Environmental Protection in the Caribbean (EPIC) surveyed the birds of Sint Maarten from
January 2001 through March 2009. The staff focused on surveying birds in all habitats, including the
forested mountains, the scrub lowlands, and within all wetland locales. Inall areas, point counts were
completedto account for species compaosition. The point counts were conducted from standardized
locations within each area. During the count, every species observed orheard was recorded. When
possible, we attempted to survey each area monthly; howeverthis was not always possible. Atan
absolute minimum, each areawas surveyed once annually. Optics used during point countsincluded 10-
times optical binoculars and 80-times optical wide-angle spotting scope.

The area within and surrounding Princess Juliana International Airport (PJIA) was surveyed from four
locations: The lagoon edge to the west of the airport, the cliffs on the southwest side of the airport, the
beach and inter-tidal area along the south end of the run-way, and the pond and remnant wetland along
the southeastside of the airport (Figure 1). We conducted a total of 67 surveys of the area within and
surrounding PJIA. This area was surveyed during both the over-wintering period and the summer
breeding period.

Results

We recorded a total of 177 species on Sint Maarten as wellas 113 species in the habitats immediately
adjacentto PJIA (Table 1). A total of 105 species were recorded during the overwintering period
(September— March; see Table 2), while a total of 60 species were recorded duringthe summermonths
(April-August; see Table 3). The larger number of species during the winterreflects the influx of migrants
that use the habitats surrounding PJIA.



Within each table reported, there are three columns; the first stating the species name, the second
stating the status of the species, and the third stating whether or not the speciesis breeding. The all-
island species list indicates the island-wide frequency and breeding status foreach species. In the
seasonal species lists for the vicinity ofPJIA, we indicate the species status for the particular season
(winter or summer) as well as whetherthe speciesis found breedingin the vicinity of PJIA during that
specific season. The statuses are defined as:

Common: Observed in 90% of surveys
Uncommon: Observed between 30% and 89% of surveys
Rare: Observed between 0% and 29% of surveys

Discussion

Itis clear that birds are ubiquitous in and around PJIA year-round. Birds were found in all habitats. While
certain species were readily visible to the observer, others were skulking and secretive. Not all species
reported herein were observed during each survey, and their status reported within the table reflects
how often we observed them.

Certain species of birds were often observed flying overthe runway of the airport as wellas in the
observed flight paths of airplanes arriving and departing PJIA. In most cases, these were the larger
speciesand therefore were more readily observed flying from a greater distance than the smaller
species.

We would like to report more specifically on some of the more common large avian speciesand describe
in detail their observed flight paths.

Brown Booby: This large seabird was regularly observed flyinglow overthe waterin Maho Bay, near the
southern end of the runway. In some cases, we observed the species flying at higher altitudes,
sometimes appearingto be in the flight path of planeslanding at PJIA.

Caribbean Brown Pelican: This large seabird was observed daily flying low overthe waters of both Maho
Bay and Simpson Bay Lagoon. We regularly observed the species flying overland between Maho Bay
and Simpson Bay Lagoon, in many cases directly overthe airport, the runway, and the plane parking
areas. During multiple occasions, while watching the species overboth land and sea, we observed this
speciesto be flying at an altitude that appeared to be within the flight path of planeslanding and taking
off from PJIA.

Magnificent Frigatebird: This exceptionally large seabird species was regularly observed flying high over
the waters of both Maho Bay and Simpson Bay Lagoon. In most cases, the species appeared to be within
the flight path of airplanes taking off and landing at PJIA.

Great Egret: This large wetland bird species was regularly observed flyingin and around the pondon the
southeast side of the runway as well as Simpson Bay Lagoon. Additionally, we observed this bird
foraging daily on the fringes of the runway. Furthermore, this species was observed flying both high and
low overthe runway, in some cases appearing to be in the flight path of planes taking off and landing.



Snowy Egret: The wetland species was observed foraging daily in and around the pond along the
southeast margin of the runway. We also observed this speciesforagingin the grasslands that surround
the runway. The species was observed flying across the runway on multiple occasions.

Cattle Egret: This wetland species was most often observed foraging in the grasslands that surround the
airport. The species would occasionally be observed in both the pond along the southeast margin andin
Simpson Bay Lagoon, as well. We observed Cattle Egrets landing, taking off, and flying overthe runway

of PJIA. This speciesis notable for its ability to forage in disturbed areas, and the regular cutting of grass
along the runway might attract the species to this area.

Eurasian Collared Dove: This moderately sized dove was often observed flying from the Beacon Hill area
across the runway to the residences on the hillside above Maho resort. Additionally, the species
regularly appearto be foraging on the ground along the runway of PJIA

Zenaida Dove: This dove species was regularly observed flying across the runway from the Beacon Hill
area to the residences onthe hillside above Maho resort. We also observed this spe cies foraging on the
ground around the runway at PJIA.

Least Tern: Prior to the building of the new airport and adjacent new parkingareas, there was a
moderately-sized Least Tern nesting colony where the visitor parking area is currently located. Following
the installment of pavementin this area, the terns were displaced and subsequently not observed again.
There is some chance thata new population might again colonize a location nearthe airport.



Table 1. The complete bird specieslist from Sint Maarten. Common Name refersto the bird’s name. Status refers
to how commonly the species may be found on Sint Maarten. The three statuses are defined as Common:
observed 90% of the time or greater; Uncommon: observed 30%-89% of the time; Rare: 0%-29 percentof the time.
Breeding refersto whether or not the species breeds on Sint Maarten.

Common Name Status | Breeding Common Name Status Common Name Status | Breeding
Pied-billed Grebe Common Yes Upland Sandpiper Rare Black-throated Blue Warbler | Uncommon No
Least Grebe Rare No Ruff Rare Myrtle Warbler Uncommon No
Audobon's Shearwater Uncommon| Yes Whimbrel Rare Black-throated Green Warbler | Uncommon No
Wilson's Storm Petrel Rare No Eurasian Whimbrel Rare Prairie Warbler Common No
White-tailed Tropicbird Common Yes Hudsonian Godwit Rare Blackpoll Warbler Uncommon No
Red-billed Tropicbird Common Yes Ruddy Turnstone Common Kentucky Warbler Rare No
Masked Booby Uncommon No Red Knot Rare Black-and-white Warbler Common No
Brown Booby Common Yes Sanderling Common American Redstart Common No
Red-footed Booby Uncommon No Semipalmated Sandpiper | Common Prothonotary Warbler Uncommon No
American White Pelican Rare No Western Sandpiper Common Worm-eating Warbler Rare No
Brown Pelican Common Yes Least Sandpiper Uncommon Ovenbird Rare No
Double-crested Cormorant Rare No White-rumped Sandpiper Rare Northern Waterthrush Common No
Neotropic Cormorant Rare No Pectoral Sandpiper Rare Louisiana Waterthrush Rare No
Magnificient Frigatebird Common Yes Buff-breasted Sandpiper Rare Connecticut Warbler Rare No
Great Blue Heron Common No Stilt Sandpiper Common Common Yellowthroat Rare No
Great Egret Common Yes Short-billed Dowitcher Common Hooded Warbler Uncommon No
Little Egret Rare No Common Snipe Common Canada Warbler Rare No
Snowy Egret Common Yes Pomarine Jaeger Rare Bananaquit Common Yes
Little Blue Heron Uncommon No Laughing Gull Common Scarlet Tanager Rare No
Tricolored Heron Uncommon No Black-headed Gull Rare Rose-breasted Grosbeak Rare No
Reddish Egret Rare No Ring-billed Gull Uncommon Indigo Bunting Rare No
Cattle Egret Common Yes Herring gull Uncommon Black-faced Grassquit Common Yes
Green Heron Common Yes Lesser Black-backed Gull | Uncommon Lesser Antillean Bullfinch Common Yes
Black-crowned Night-Heron Rare Yes Great Black-backed Gull Rare Bobolink Rare No
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron | Common Yes Gull-billed Tern Rare Carib Grackle Common Yes
Glossy Ibis Rare No Royal Tern Common Baltimore Oriole Rare No
Roseate Spoonbill Rare No Sandwich Tern Uncommon English House Sparrow Common Yes
Greater Flamingo Rare No Roseate Tern Rare
Mute Swan Rare No Common Tern Rare
Fulvous-Whistling Duck Rare No Forster's Tern Rare
West Indian Whistling-Duck Rare No Least Tern Common
Black-bellied Whistling Duck Rare No Bridled Tern Uncommon
Wood Duck Rare No Sooty Tern Uncommon
Green-winged Teal Uncommon No Brown Noddy Uncommon
Mallard Uncommon No Rock Dove Common
Khaki Duck Common Yes Scaley-naped Pigeon Rare
Muscovey Duck Common Yes White-crowned Pigeon Rare
White-cheeked Pintail Common Yes White-winged Dove Uncommon
Northern Pintail Uncommon No Eurasian Collared Dove Common
Blue-winged Teal Common No Zenaida Dove Common
Bufflehead Rare No Common Ground Dove Common
Northern Shoveler Uncommon No Bridled Quail-dove Rare
Gadwall Rare No Yellow-fronted Parrot Rare
American Widgeon Uncommon No Rose-ringed Parakeet Rare
Ring-necked Duck Uncommon No Yellow-billed Cuckoo Rare
Lesser Scaup Uncommon No Mangrove Cuckoo Common
Red-breasted Merganser Rare No Barn Owl Rare
Ruddy Duck Common Yes Common Nighthawk Rare
Osprey Common No Antillean Nighthawk Rare
Northern Harrier Rare No Chuck-will's-widow Rare
Red-tailed Hawk Extirpated No Black Swift Rare
American Kestrel Common Yes Green-throated Carib Common
Merlin Uncommon No Antillean Crested Common
Peregrine Falcon Uncommon No Belted Kingfisher Common
Helmeted Guineafowl Common Yes Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Rare
Sora Uncommon No Caribbean Elaenia Common
Spotted Crake Rare No Gray Kingbird Common
Purple Gallinule Rare No Fork-tailed Flycatcher Rare
Common Moorhen Common Yes Tree Swallow Rare
American Coot Common Yes Caribbean Martin Common
Caribbean Coot Common Yes Cliff Swallow Rare
Black-bellied Plover Common No Barn Swallow Uncommon
American Golden Plover Rare No Bare-eyed Robin Rare
Collared Plover Rare No Scaly-breasted Thrasher | Uncommon
Snowy Plover Uncommon| Yes Pearly-eyed Thrasher Common
Wilson's Plover Common Yes White-eyed Vireo Rare
Semipalmated Plover Common No Yellow-throated Vireo Uncommon
Killdeer Common Yes Black-whiskered Vireo Common
American Oystercatcher Common Yes Blue-winged Warbler Rare
. Blue-winged Warbler x
Black-necked Stilt Common Yes Golden-winged Warbler Rare
Greater Yellowlegs Common No Northern Parula Common
Lesser Yellowlegs Common No Yellow Warbler Common
Solitary Sandpiper Rare No Chestnut-sided Warbler Rare
Willet Uncommon No Magnolia Warbler Uncommon
Spotted Sandpiper Common No Cape May Warbler Uncommon




Table 2. The complete bird specieslist from the area within and surrounding PJIA during the winter season
(September — March). Common Name refersto the bird’s name. Status refersto how commonly the species may
be found on Sint Maarten. The three statuses are defined as Common: observed 90% of the time or greater;
Uncommon: observed 30%-89% of the time; Rare: 0%-29 percentof the time. Breeding refersto whether or not
the species breeds on Sint Maarten.

Common Name Status | Breeding Common Name Status | Breeding
Pied-billed Grebe Rare No Sanderling Common No
White-tailed Tropicbird Rare No Semipalmated Sandpiper Common No
Red-billed Tropicbird Rare No Western Sandpiper Common No
Masked Booby Rare No Least Sandpiper Common No
Brown Booby Common No Pectoral Sandpiper Rare No
Brown Pelican Common No Buff-breasted Sandpiper Rare No
Magnificient Frigatebird Common No Stilt Sandpiper Uncommon No
Great Blue Heron Uncommon No Short-billed Dowitcher Uncommon No
Great Egret Common Yes Common Snipe Uncommon No
Snowy Egret Common Yes Laughing Gull Uncommon No
Little Blue Heron Rare No Black-headed Gull Rare No
Tricolored Heron Rare No Ring-billed Gull Rare No
Cattle Egret Common Yes Herring gull Rare No
Green Heron Uncommon Yes Lesser Black-backed Gull Rare No
Black-crowned Night-Heron Rare No Great Black-backed Gull Rare No
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Rare Yes Royal Tern Common No
Green-winged Teal Rare No Rock Dove Common No
White-cheeked Pintail Common Yes Scaley-naped Pigeon Uncommon No
Blue-winged Teal Uncommon No White-winged Dove Uncommon No
Northern Shoveler Rare No Eurasian Collared Dove Common No
American Widgeon Rare No Zenaida Dove Common No
Ring-necked Duck Rare No Common Ground Dove Common No
Lesser Scaup Rare No Yellow-fronted Parrot Rare No
Ruddy Duck Rare No Rose-ringed Parakeet Rare No
Osprey Uncommon No Mangrove Cuckoo Common No
Northern Harrier Rare No Barn Owl Rare No
American Kestrel Common No Common Nighthawk Rare No
Merlin Uncommon No Antillean Nighthawk Rare No
Peregrine Falcon Uncommon No Black Swift Rare No
Helmeted Guineafowl Uncommon No Green-throated Carib Common No
Sora Rare No Antillean Crested Hummingbird | Common No
Common Moorhen Uncommon No Belted Kingfisher Common No
American Coot Uncommon No Caribbean Elaenia Common No
Caribbean Coot Uncommon No Gray Kingbird Common No
Black-bellied Plover Common No Fork-tailed Flycatcher Rare No
American Golden Plover Rare No Tree Swallow Uncommon No
Snowy Plover Rare No Caribbean Martin Uncommon No
Wilson's Plover Common No Cliff Swallow Uncommon No
Semipalmated Plover Common No Barn Swallow Common No
Killdeer Common No Pearly-eyed Thrasher Common No
American Oystercatcher | Uncommon No Black-whiskered Vireo Common No
Black-necked Stilt Common No Northern Parula Uncommon No
Greater Yellowlegs Common No Yellow Warbler Common No
Lesser Yellowlegs Common No Cape May Warbler Uncommon No
Solitary Sandpiper Rare No Prairie Warbler Uncommon No
Willet Rare No Blackpoll Warbler Uncommon No
Spotted Sandpiper Common No Northern Waterthrush Uncommon No
Upland Sandpiper Rare No Bananaquit Common Yes
Whimbrel Rare No Black-faced Grassquit Common Yes
Eurasian Whimbrel Rare No Lesser Antillean Bullfinch Common Yes
Hudsonian Godwit Rare No Carib Grackle Common No
Ruddy Turnstone Common No English House Sparrow Common No

Red Knot Rare No




Table 3. The complete bird specieslist from the area within and surrounding PJIA during the summer season (April
- August). Common Name refersto the bird’s name. Status refersto how commonly the species may be found on
Sint Maarten. The three statuses are defined as Common: observed 90% of the time or greater; Uncommon:
observed 30%-89% of the time; Rare: 0%-29 percent of the time. Breeding refersto whether or not the species

breedson Sint Maarten.

Common Name Status | Breeding Common Name Status | Breeding
Pied-billed Grebe Uncommon Yes Common Tern Rare No
White-tailed Tropicbird Rare No Least Tern Common Yes
Red-billed Tropicbird Rare No Bridled Tern Rare No
Masked Booby Rare No Sooty Tern Rare No
Brown Booby Common No Brown Noddy Rare No
Brown Pelican Common No Rock Dove Common Yes
Magnificient Frigatebird Common No Scaley-naped Pigeon Rare No
Great Egret Common No White-winged Dove Uncommon Yes
Snowy Egret Common No Eurasian Collared Dove Common Yes
Cattle Egret Common No Zenaida Dove Common Yes
Green Heron Uncommon Yes Common Ground Dove Common Yes
Black-crowned Night-Heron Rare No Yellow-fronted Parrot Rare No
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Rare Yes Rose-ringed Parakeet Rare No
White-cheeked Pintail Uncommon Yes Mangrove Cuckoo Common Yes
Ruddy Duck Rare No Barn Owl Rare No
American Kestrel Common Yes Common Nighthawk Rare No
Helmeted Guineafowl Rare No Antillean Nighthawk Rare No
Common Moorhen Uncommon Yes Green-throated Carib Common Yes
American Coot Uncommon Yes Antillean Crested Hummingbird | Common Yes
Caribbean Coot Uncommon Yes Caribbean Elaenia Common Yes
Snowy Plover Rare Yes Gray Kingbird Common Yes
Wilson's Plover Uncommon Yes Caribbean Martin Uncommon Yes
Killdeer Common Yes Pearly-eyed Thrasher Uncommon Yes
American Oystercatcher | Uncommon Yes Black-whiskered Vireo Uncommon Yes
Black-necked Stilt Common Yes Yellow Warbler Common Yes
Laughing Gull Common No Bananaquit Common Yes
Gull-billed Tern Rare No Black-faced Grassquit Common Yes
Royal Tern Common No Lesser Antillean Bullfinch Common Yes
Sandwich Tern Rare No Carib Grackle Common Yes
Roseate Tern Rare No English House Sparrow Common Yes




Figure 1. Princessluliana International Airport. Numbers one through four indicate locations from which birds surveyswere conducted.




