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The Love the Lagoon Project was established in 2007 with

.

-

Project Manager Rueben
Thompson

There’s no longer an excuse
for leaving trash behind

While environmental
problems can get you down,
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The Simpson Bay Lagoon is
a major yachting destination yet,
until this year, it lacked a basic
service expected for a worldclass destination, a place to
properly dispose of onboard
sewage. With key support

Rewarding those who make
the extra effort to care for
our environment can have
great results. The international
Blue Flag Beach and Marina
Program offers an eco-label to
participants who voluntarily
follow environmental and safety
criteria.

from CA Technologies, Island
Global Yachting, and Princess
Port de Plaisance, as well as a
number of individual sponsors,
EPIC was able to purchase a
sewage pumpout boat,

EPIC, as the National Blue Flag
Operator, along with the
Ministry of Tourism were
pleased to hold the second
annual Blue Flag award
ceremony this year. Award
recipients Divi Little Bay Resort
and Yacht Club Isle de Sol join
the nearly 4,000 Blue Flag sites
found globally.

named “Slurpy”, which is now in
operation! Our appreciation also
goes out to St. Maarten
Shipyard, which provides
disposal of pumpout boat waste
into their secure land-based
holding tank free of charge. The
waste is then removed by a
septic truck and taken to the
wastewater treatment facility for
processing.
To schedule pumpout service
Phone: 1-721-527-4049
VHF CH. 72 call sign: SLURPY
E-mail: Jose.matrixmarine@gmail.com

EPIC will be expanding its ecolabel opportunities on St.
Maarten this year to include the
Green Key Program, which
awards tourism facilities, such as
hotels, that have proven to
reduce waste, energy, and water
usage and ensure other ecofriendly practices.

Blue Flag
2012 – 2013
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Our educational program continues to
impact children and adults through a
variety of activities.

Credit: R.J. Thompson

-

-

“I remember pulling up to this
deep valley at Savanne Zombie
near the border of Haiti and the
Dominican Republic in early
February 2013,” says EPIC Senior
Biologist Adam Brown. “I had been
staring at this site on Google Earth
for three years, banking on it to be
the ideal place to find Black-capped
Petrels flying from their at-sea
foraging grounds to their highland
nesting colonies. It had taken a lot to
get to this location; terrible roads,
flat tires, failing brakes, customs
officers, and impenetrable
bureaucratic red-tape. But in the

2012 – 2013

end, it was worth it, the
site was more
amazing than I could
have imagined!”
Adam and his EPIC
colleagues led a
team of international
conservation groups on the island of
Hispaniola with the goal of using
marine radar to identify new nesting
locations for this endangered petrel.
After a very successful expedition to
the known colony location in the
Dominican Republic during 2012, the
team was ready to start identifying
new colony locations throughout
Hispaniola.
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Success was quick and ever-present
for the team; the team located
petrel flyways and likely nesting
colonies throughout the Dominican
Republic. The expedition moved
systematically from east to west
along the high crests and located
petrel activity the entire way,
including birds flying along the crest,
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circling cliff faces, and pairing up
with other birds. The expedition
then crossed the border into Haiti
and the deep valley that runs along
the western edge of Savanne
Zombie.
“I could tell right away that this
survey location would be ideal,”
Adam says. “We were at a major
confluence of two valleys, one that
led north to Loma del Toro and
Boucan Chat and the other which led
westward to the high peaks of
Massif de La Selle. As soon as we

turned the radar on at sunset, the
petrel activity began, starting slow
and then building as the night grew
darker. By 9 p.m., we were recording
10-20 birds flying past our location
every five minutes. We observed
birds flying both landward and
seaward as well us up both forks of
the confluence. It was the most
amazing petrel migration I had ever
witnessed. At about midnight, the
nightly passage of birds slowed
down to a trickle and finally
stopped. I really couldn’t believe

what I had just witnessed.”
On that February night, Adam and
his team recorded over 1,000 Blackcapped Petrels and likely found one
of the most important flight
corridors for petrels on the island of
Hispaniola. Following Savanne
Zombie, the EPIC expedition went on
to locate six additional flight
corridors within Haiti and capped an
amazing and ground-breaking
expedition to Hispaniola. EPIC is
looking forward to returning to
Hispaniola to work with
Black-capped Petrels in 2014.

-

Bird walks, wetland bird surveys,
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The annual terrestrial bird

-

banding research at Pic Paradis
-

-

-

-

-
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OF

THE

LESSER

ANTILLES

Katharine Lowrie, David Lowrie and Natalia Collier
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EPIC is registered as a non-profit
organization in the United States as
well as a registered foundation in
Saint Maarten and each group has its
own Board of Directors.

EPIC’s U.S. Board will soon
begin the selection process for
candidates to fill seats on this
dynamic and engaged Board
of Directors.

The Board of Directors of EPIC U.S.
would like to thank to Michelle
Hester and Susan Bain, who recently
stepped down, for their many years
of service on EPIC’s Board. Michelle
was a founding Board Member in
2000 and will continue to provide
valuable advice. Susan Bain will
remain active as a committee
member.

Interested persons are requested
to contact Adam Brown at
info@epicislands.org .
The EPIC St. Maarten Board of
Directors would like to thank Tajiana
Ancora-Brown, who recently stepped
down, for her contribution to the
organization and welcomes Claudette
Forsythe-Labega as the newest
Director.
–

–
–
–
–
–
–

-

–
–
–

–
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www.facebook.com/epicislands
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Thank you for making EPIC’s work possible!

Donors

In-kind Donors

Statement of Financial Position as of May 31, 2013
Assets
Cash
Property and Equipment
Total Assets
Total Liabilities
Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$ 110,044.00
$ 15,675.00
$ 125,719.00
$
$ 125,719.00

Statement of Activities for Year Ended May 31, 2013
Revenue
Individual Contributions
Grants
Contracts

$ 48,899.00
$ 45,289.00
$ 3,745.00

Sales
Interest
Total Revenue

$
374.00
$
14.00
$ 98,321.00

Expenses
Research and Conservation Programs
Outreach
Administration
Total Expenses

$ 39,298.46
$ 19,030.20
$ 4,126.83
$ 62,455.00

Assets
Net Assets Beginning of Year
Increase in Net Assets
Depreciation Expense
Net Assets End of Year

$ 16,500.00
$
$
825.00
$ 15,675.00

In-Kind Donations
Products
Living Expenses
Volunteer Expenses
Total In-Kind Donations

$ 1,200.00
$ 20,100.00
$ 41,000.00
$ 62,300.00

Volunteers

-
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Check out our new website at

www.epicislands.org

YES, I will continue to support Caribbean
conservation. Enclosed is my tax-deductible
donation of:
$25 TROPICBIRD LEVEL

$100 MANGROVE LEVEL
Donors who give $40 and higher
will receive an EPIC t-shirt.
Please indicate size requested.

-

$500 CLOUDFOREST
LEVEL

$1000 ISLAND LEVEL

$5000 OCEAN LEVEL
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