
 

Petrel in the Sierra de Bahoruco 

range in the Dominican Republic.  

The Black-capped Petrel, otherwise 
known as the Diablotín, is the Carib-
bean seabird most at risk of extinc-
tion. It is a medium-sized seabird 
who spends its days at sea, foraging 
in the Gulf Stream off the southeast 

coast of the United States and its 
nights during nesting season at 

(Continued on page 3) 

1st Blue Flags fly in st. maarten 

“There’s one. There’s another. There’s two 
more. Look at them all, they’re everywhere!” 
exclaimed EPIC biologist Adam Brown, 
perched high atop a peak in the Dominican 
Republic. He was watching a computer screen 
showing a radar image of petrel after petrel 
streaking across the night sky. In January 
2012, EPIC was a leading group in a multina-
tional effort, including Grupo Jaragua, Cor-
nell University, American Bird Conservancy, 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, and ABR, sur-
veying for the endangered Black-capped 
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“PROTECTING THE CARIBBEAN ENVIRONMENT THROUGH RESEARCH AND COMMUNITY-BASED ACTION” 

Divi Little Bay Beach and Isle de Sol Yacht Club have 
been awarded the prestigious Blue Flag eco-label, 
making St. Maarten the first country in the Dutch Carib-
bean to have Blue Flag locations. This accomplishment 
is no small feat as both locations were required to 
meet stringent international criteria in order to be con-
sidered for the eco-label. 
 
The Blue Flag is awarded to beaches or marinas that 
meet a specific set of criteria concerning environmental 
information and education, management, water quali-
ty, safety, and services. The eco-label  has become an 
international symbol of quality, with 3,650 Blue Flag 
sites in 41 countries. 
 
Project Manager Rueben Thompson noted “since 2008, 
EPIC, serving as the national Blue Flag Operator, has 
partnered with the St. Maarten Tourist Bureau in work-

ing to establish the Blue Flag Program on St. Maarten.”  

 

The educational component has expanded to include 
the “Keep It Clean, Keep It Blue” campaign, which aims 
to inform the public about what they can do for nature 
through  monthly themes, 
educational signs and 
events, and the place-
ment of trash bins 
through sponsors like 
Nagico Insurances and 
Princess Juliana Interna-
tional Airport. 
Initial funding for the 
project came from the 
National Fish and Wild-
life Foundation -Coral Reef Conservation Fund and has 

(Continued on page 4) 

Schools of fish among seagrass in Simpson Bay Lagoon, St. Maarten. Photo: M. Yokoyama 

Isle de Sol Yacht Club was the first Blue 
Flag Marina in St. Maarten.  Photo: EPIC 

Searching for an endangered seabird 

An endangered Black-capped Petrel 
Pterodroma hasitata at sea.  
  Photo: Bruce Hallet 



Before the ground-breaking Seabird Breeding Atlas 
of the Lesser Antilles, a full seabird census of the Less-
er Antilles had never been undertaken in the region, 
with many existing records based on anecdotal notes 

from the early 19th century.  

During 2009 and 2010, EPIC’s partners Katharine 
and David Lowrie, surveyed 200 islands capable of 
supporting breeding seabirds, surveying each island 
in the winter breeding season and again during the 

summer.  

David Wege, Senior Caribbean Program Manager, 
BirdLife International describes the study as, “What 
can only be described as a truly inspirational research 

voyage…the results are truly astounding”.  

Surveying islands that few other sailors will venture 
near, the study was dubbed by the sailing community 
as, “a survey of the worst anchorages of the Caribbe-

an.”  

“The reason for such 
remote nesting sites is 
that seabirds have 
been pushed out from 
their previous breed-
ing grounds by de-
velopment. Being 
mostly ground-
nesting, they also 
have no defenses 
against voracious in-
troduced predators 

such as cats and rats”, Katharine Lowrie explains.  

Globally, seabirds are among the most threatened of 
bird groups, with 80% of species in decline and 90-
99% of seabirds lost from tropical islands. One of the 
distressing discoveries of the study was the extent to 
which egg collection and hunting of seabird chicks and 

adults still persist.  

The Atlas reveals that 4 of the 18 species recorded 
are present at globally important levels, with a fur-
ther 11 species considered significant populations 
within the Caribbean region. It provides vital data on 
this poorly studied group of birds and outlines conser-

vation priority sites. 

The Atlas is available from Amazon, CreateSpace, 
and Kindle. The latter two return more royalties to 

EPIC to help cover project expenses. 

Seabird atlas now available! 
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Letter from the President 

Dear Friends of EPIC, 

 

It’s been an exciting year for EPIC with major goals 

reached on several key projects.  

The publication of the groundbreaking book Sea-
bird Breeding Atlas of the Lesser Antilles is the re-
sult of two years of field research and analysis 
and a crucial contribution to seabird conservation 

in the region.   

EPIC’s very first project in 2001 was a search for 
the endangered Black-capped Petrel so the ex-
pansion into using radar technology and heading 
an international team to search for this imperiled 

species has been part of our long-term vision.  

Certification of the first internationally recognized 
Blue Flag sites in St. Maarten has also required 
years of hard work. This eco-award encourages 
voluntary actions which help to improve our envi-

ronment.  

A core element of all our work is the outreach and 
education which build greater stewardship of the 
precious Caribbean environment, particularly 

among future generations.  

Despite these wonderful accomplishments, our work 
is far from complete; we look forward to all that 
we can continue to accomplish together with you, 

EPIC’s supporters. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

 

 

 

Natalia Collier 

President 

 

 

Complimentary copies of the Atlas have been pro-
vided to representatives in each island na-
tion/territory, providing a valuable conservation 
resource. Findings were also presented at the 18th 
meeting of the Society for the Conservation and 
Study of Caribbean Birds. EPIC is now working to 
address the conservation priorities outlined in the 

Atlas. 
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This past year,  EPIC has brought environmental educa-
tion to approximately 1,800 students on St. Maarten in 
the form of free classroom presentations and activities, 

field trips, and litter clean-
ups. Along with Love the 
Lagoon Project Manager 
Rueben Thompson, we were 
fortunate to have the ener-
gy and talents of volunteer 
Environmental Education 
Specialists Emily Ice and 

Jessica Williams.  

These presentations and 
field trips are sometimes 
the only environmental ed-
ucation experience students 

have since there is no formal environmental curriculum in 

many schools.  

In addition, volunteer Ronald Pieters kindly shared his 
love of birds during free public Bird Walks, one of 

which had a record 40 participants.   

In addition to education, EPIC also advocates for envi-
ronmental legislation; Project Manager Rueben Thomp-

advocating a love for nature 

son provided advice to Parliament on several piec-

es of proposed legislation. 

Despite a very close vote, a proposal to declare 
Mullet Pond and the Emilio Wilson Estate as conser-
vation zone did not pass. However, a motion to ban 
single-use plastic bags was approved. When 
signed into law, St. Maarten would become one of 
approximately 25 nations which have limited or 

banned plastic bag use.  

St. Maarten has no terrestrial parks so Parliament 
missed a key opportunity to take historic action on 
behalf of future 
generations. How-
ever, EPIC will con-
tinue to advocate 
for protected areas 
and we are confi-
dent that the love of 
nature sown among 
the youth will grow 
into a change in 

public policy. 

A student investigates plants during a 

wetland field trip. Photo: EPIC 

Searching for an endangered seabird 

8,000 feet in the mountains of Hispaniola. After sunset, 
the petrel flies up to 30 kilometers inland to the only 
known nesting areas for the species at three peaks in 

Hispaniola. 

Notoriously difficult to survey due to 
their nocturnal behavior and their 
underground nesting habits, locating 
petrel nesting colonies and estimating 
populations has been extremely chal-

lenging.  

Thanks to a grant from the Disney 
Worldwide Conservation Fund, EPIC 
was able to purchase a marine radar 
unit that allows biologists to track 
petrels flying at night. Radar technol-
ogy has been used to monitor other 
nocturnal seabirds but never before 
with the Diablotín. Using the radar, bi-
ologists are able to monitor flying pet-
rels, identifying them by their speed, size, and flight 
path. Over time, they can also answer questions such 

as whether the number of birds observed is increasing 
or decreasing, a potential indicator for the population 
as a whole.  Additionally, biologists are able to deter-
mine areas of high activity, providing vital information 

leading to the location of possible 

nesting areas. 

Original estimates for the survey site 
placed the number of breeding pairs 
of Diablotín at 15. During the first two 
nights of radar surveys, over 140 pet-
rels were recorded! Another area had 
an abnormally high amount of petrel 
activity, which will help guide future 

nest searching efforts. 

Next year, EPIC and partners will 

begin Diablotín radar surveys in the 

mountains of Haiti. Our team will con-

tinue to contribute to meeting the goals 

outlined in the Conservation Action Plan for this endan-

gered species and ensuring its long-term survival. 

EPIC collaborators Peter Sanzenbacher 
of ABR and Esteban Garrido of Grupo 
Jaragua use radar to survey for Black-
capped Petrels below Loma del Toro in 

the Dominican Republic. 

Yellow-crowned Night Herons are just 
one species found nesting in the man-
groves of Mullet Pond. Photo: EPIC  
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donors 

Anonymous 

Elizabeth Brill 

Adam Brown 

Andrew Brown 

Edgar Brown  - in memory of Ruth 

Brown 

Joelle Buffa 

Maria & Terry Collier  - in honor of 

Caroline Collier 

Natalia Collier 

J.R. Datzman 

Disney Conservation Fund 

Michelle Hester 

Steve & Gillian Holliday 

Island Food Wholesale 

Katharine Lowrie 

Will Mackin 

Merchant’s Export 

Merchant’s Market Anguilla 

Merchant’s Market St. Thomas 

Will Murray 

Jay Sooter 

St. Maarten Hospitality and Trade As-

sociation 

In-kind donors 

ABR, Inc. 

Birder’s Exchange 

BirdLife International 

Brian Cook 

Maria Collier 

Island Food Wholesale 

Kestrel Shipping 

Ewan Lauder 

Pelican Products 

St. Maarten Shipyard 

Jelmer Snow 

Garth Steyn 

Tri-Sport 

Tropical Shipping 

Mark Yokoyama 

 

THANK YOU FOR MAKING EPIC’S WORK POSSIBLE 

We did it! Thank you to all the do-
nors who helped us reach our fund-
raising goal to purchase a sewage 
pumpout boat for 
the Simpson Bay 
Lagoon of St. 
Maarten/St. 

Martin.  

As one of the 
largest lagoons in the West Indies, 
this body of water, with its man-
groves and seagrass, is vital habitat 
for marine life. Unfortunately, the 
hundreds of boats which use this 
safe harbor have no place to dis-

volunteers 

Thank you to all of EPIC’s wonderful volunteers, too many to list you all here! 

Emily Ice - Intern 

David Lowrie 

Katharine Lowrie 

Rianne Pastoor - Intern 

Ronald Pieters 

Peter Sanzenbacher 

Angela Snip - Intern 

Limbert Smith - Intern 

Jessica Williams - Intern 

pose of their waste. 

The pumpout boat will help 
boaters to 
properly dis-
pose of their 
sewage, 
making for a 
cleaner, safer 

lagoon. 

At this time, the boat is in St. 
Maarten going through the 
registration process. Just a few 
more hoops to jump before she 

is ready to pump! 

1st Blue Flags fly 

(Cont’d) 

Pumpout boat purchased 

been supported by donors including 
Island Food Wholesale, the St. 
Maarten Hospitality and Trade As-
sociation, Timeshare Association, and 
Marine Trades Association. 
 
We are also excited to announce 
the launching of the Green Key Pro-
gram on St. Maarten. This is an eco-
label given to tourism facilities such 
as hotels which meet environmental 
and safety criteria. Interns  
Rianne Pastoor and Angela Snip 
have spent several months interview-
ing hotel management and staff as 
part of a feasibility study and to 

identify potential pilot locations. 

 

These voluntary programs reward 
those who wish to go above and 
beyond the often meagre standards 
set by environmental and safety 
legislation on St. Maarten. We ap-
plaud all those who wish to contrib-
ute to making the island a cleaner 

and safer place to live and visit. 

 

Congratulations to the  first Blue 
Flag sites and we look forward to 

certifying many more. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS - EPIC U.S. 

Natalia Collier - President, 
Secretary 

Adam Brown - Vice-President, 
Treasurer 

Susan Bain 

Andrew Brown 

Boris Fabres 

Michelle Hester 

Steve Holliday 

Dr. William Mackin 

Dr. Paul Sikkel 

Grant Ballard 

Martin Frost 

Daniel Galaburda, Esq. 

Dr. Floyd Hayes 

Douglas B. McNair 

Dr. Robert Norton 

Martha Walsh-
McGehee 

BOARD OF ADVISORS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - EPIC St. Maarten 

Tajiana Ancora-Brown - Treasurer 

Adam Brown - Secretary 

Oldine Bryson-Pantophlet 

Natalia Collier - President 

Alexandra Halley  

Statement of Financial Position as of May 31, 2012

Assets

Cash 74,178.00$    

Property and Equipment 16,500.00$    

Total Assets 90,678.00$    

Total Liabilities -$                

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 90,678.00$    

Statement of Activities for Year Ended May 31, 2012

Revenue

Individual Contributions 42,018.00$    

Grants 29,646.00$    

Contracts 26,040.00$    

Sales  $          250.00 

Interest 26.00$            

Total Revenue 97,980.00$    

Expenses

Research and Conservation Programs 67,764.00$    

Outreach 22,619.00$    

Administration 10,892.00$    

Total Expenses 101,275.00$ 

Assets

Net Assets Beginning of Year -$                

Increase in Net Assets 16,500.00$    

Depreciation Expense -$                

Net Assets End of Year 16,500.00$    

In-Kind Donations

Products 1,200.00$      

Living Expenses 20,100.00$    

Volunteer Expenses 41,000.00$    

Total In-Kind Donations 62,300.00$    

We have had the pleasure of welcoming four 
new members of the Board of Directors for EPIC 
based out of the United States and three new 
members to help lead the Board of Directors of 

the independent branch of EPIC St. Maarten.  

 

Even as new mem-
bers bring dynam-
ic strengths and 
energy to the or-
ganization, we 
also can rely on 
the long-standing 
support of experi-
enced existing Di-
rectors, who will 
continue to serve on the Board and help to “pass 

the torch.”  

Thank you to Board Members for contributing 
their time and energy to making EPIC such an 

effective organization. 

EPIC St. Maarten’s  staff and Board of 

Directors at Seaside Nature Park. 



ENV IRONMENTAL  PROTECT ION  
IN  THE  CAR IBBEAN  

YES, I will continue to support Caribbean         
conservation. Enclosed is my tax-deductible      

donation of: 

Name 

Address 

 

Amount Enclosed  

www.epicislands.org 
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Printed on recycled paper 

$25   TROPICBIRD LEVEL 

$100    MANGROVE LEVEL 

$500   CLOUDFOREST LEVEL 

$1000   ISLAND LEVEL  

$5000   OCEAN LEVEL 

200 Dr. M.L. King Jr. Blvd. 
Riviera Beach, FL 33404 

Check out our new website at 

WWW.EPICISLANDS.ORG 

 Donate online 

 Learn more about programs 

 Download reports and publications 

Thanks to Ewan Lauder for pro bono 

web design! 

 

For more information on donating contact 

Natalia at (707) 845-1171 

MAIL your check, payable to Environmen-

tal Protection in the Caribbean, 200 Dr. 

M.L. King Jr. Blvd, Riviera Beach, FL 

33404. 

www.facebook.com/epicislands 


