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Environmental Protection in the Caribbean (EPIC) 
is an independent non-profit founded in 2000 with the mission of protecting the Caribbean 

environment through research, restoration, education and advocacy.

Join our mission by contacting us at info@epicislands.org
or visit https://epicislands.org

Research Outreach Action
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Saving the 
Grenadines’ Seabirds 
One Community  
at a Time

The Grenadines, an archipelago of 
over 100 islands, islets, and cays, 
are a critical breeding ground for 
seabirds, which have seen a 70% 
decline worldwide over the past 60 
years. So, when EPIC researchers 
first saw buckets of seabird eggs 
being collected from bird nesting 
islands, they were shocked. Poaching 
and other threats to seabirds in the 
Grenadines are being addressed 
by EPIC through many community-
based techniques. One action is 
training members of the Grenadines 

Volunteer Patrol, made up of 
concerned citizens like fisherfolk 
and tour guides who monitor these 
remote islands and report what they 
find. A new phone application makes 
it even easier for these citizen-
scientists to share data from remote 
locations. 

“Seabirds in the Caribbean need all the 

help they can get and this community-

based approach is the most likely to 

succeed.”  

-Anonymous Donor 

Educational workshops about the 
importance of seabirds reached more 
than 3,000 people this year, including 
students, the general public, and 
government ofÏcials.  Habitat 

mapping using drones was a new 
initiative along with the development 
of a Community-based Conservation 
Plan. The plan includes input from 
diverse stakeholders and will provide 
a roadmap for protecting these 
imperiled seabirds and their nesting 
sites from all types of impacts, 
including poaching, plastic pollution 
and introduced predators. 

New Paths to 
Conservation on 
St. Maarten

Fostering conservation through 
enriching, personal experiences in 
nature is a foundational belief of EPIC 
Sint Maarten, because as the saying 
goes, “we will conserve only what we 
love.” More than 1,200 participants 
joined a wide array of education and 
conservation activities, including 
several litter clean-ups, such as the 
International Coastal Clean-up, where 

two tons of waste was removed.  
Promoting ecotourism, after the 
massive destruction of Hurricane Irma 
in 2017, was an EPIC goal to support 
economic and environmental rebuilding 
efforts this year. We improved the 
accessibility of 10 hiking trails so that 
residents and tourists can easily find 
and enjoy the island’s natural areas. 

After clearing these trails of hurricane 
debris, EPIC led 15 free public hikes 
and produced signs and free online 
maps accessed at Avenza Maps. 
If you’re on the island, check out 

EPIC’s ongoing hikes on the first 
Sunday of every month. If you’re 
off-island, enjoy the beauty of St. 
Maarten’s natural areas through our 
Off the Beaten Track video series 
found online at https://epicislands.org.
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Thank you to our generous donors!



Grants and Corporate Donations
AmazonSmile
American Bird Conservancy
Be the Change Foundation
Betty Petersen Fund for Conservation-BirdsCaribbean
Disney Conservation Fund
Dutch Representation OfÏce in Sint Maarten
GlobalGiving
BEST 2.0 Program - International Union for 
	 Conservation of Nature	
Judith A. Towle Environmental Studies Fund – 	
        	Community Foundation of the Virgin Islands 
Optics for the Tropics
The Prince Bernhard Nature Fund
SXM DOET 
Tourism Cares 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

In-Kind Donations
St. Maarten Shipyard
Calypso Holdings

Statement of Financial Position as of
May 31, 2019

Assets	
     Cash				    $297,205.19
     Property and Equipment 	 $19,845.75 
Total Assets				   $317,050.94
     Accounts Receivable		  $1,265.33
     Total Liabilities			  $6,759.51
Total Liabilities & Net Assets 	 $309,026.10

*Data for the fiscal year June 1, 2018 – May 31, 2019.

Grants

$143,055.30

66%

Other Income

$600.35

<1%

Donations

$72,307.26

34%

ANNUAL INCOME

$215,962.91
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International Board of Directors 
Adam Brown, Chair
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Boris Fabres
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Marc Grunberg, Vice-Chair
Dr. William Mackin, Treasurer
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Dr. Paul Sikkel, Secretary 
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St. Maarten Board of Directors
Natalia Collier, Secretary
Mareeka Dookie
Fleur Hermanides
Reuben Thompson, Treasurer
Amy Trione, Chair 

The Board welcomes Amy Trione as a new 
member and thanks Alexandra Halley for her 
eight years of service on the Board. EPIC St. 
Maarten is an independent afÏliate of EPIC 
International. 
 

Staff & Contractors
Executive Director Tabitha Stadler
Bookkeeper Donna Pace
Associate Aly Ollivierre
Grenadines Program: Coordinator Juliana 
Coffey, Lystra Culzac, Quincy Augustine
Black-capped Petrel, Haiti Program: Project 
Manager Anderson Jean
St. Maarten Program: OfÏce & Grants 
Manager Tanya Power-Stevens 
Interns -  Bavo Soer, Rosie Slayter, Anne 
Molenaar, Sem Duijndam, Hanna Fralikhina

Conservation

$92,578.06

50%

Administration 
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$185,450.85

Conservation Administration Reserved Conservation Funds



Environmental Protection in the Caribbean
411 Walnut Street #6749
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 USA
https://epicislands.org 

Annual Report

		   

	            

@epicislands	 @EPICislands  @epicislands

Black-capped Petrel Seabird 
Conservation

Monitoring the health one of of the most endangered 

seabirds in the Caribbean, the Black-capped Petrel, in the 
world’s largest colony in La Visite National Park, Haiti was 
what made this a watershed year for EPIC. We worked with 
villagers to incorporate sustainable farming and increased 

profits, which in turn reduced human impact on the forests 
where petrels nest in Haiti. We brought environmental 
education to dozens of schools throughout Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic, working with thousands of children 
to find ways they could reduce their individual footprint on 
the environment. We championed sustainability during the 
annual Black-capped Petrel Festival in Haiti, celebrating the 
unique relationship families, farmers and conservationists 

share with one of the most endangered seabirds in the 

Caribbean. 

“EPIC has the long-range vision of working through complex 

social issues to make bird conservation happen in the Caribbean.”

-Hannah Nevins, Seabird Program Director, American Bird 

Conservancy

This was all accomplished with support from the Betty 
Petersen Conservation Fund, Disney Conservation Fund, 

the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and numerous individual 
donors and partners. Thanks to their efforts, the petrel’s 
habitat is more stable than ever as we move forward saving 

this remarkable seabird from extinction.
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